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All about EPCs



Energy Performance Certificate

An Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) is a guide 
that would-be buyers or tenants can request to review 
if they so wish, when they look at a property. It shows 
how efficiently a home uses energy, the cost of running 
a home and recommendations of how to improve the 
energy efficiency of the property.

As a general rule, an EPC is required every time a home 
is put up For Sale or For Rent. A newly constructed 
home will require an OCEPC and a landlord will need 
one to show to potential tenants and a seller must have 
one to show to potential buyers. This is the responsibility 
of the vendor or landlord.

There are a few exceptions. You don’t need one for a 
room that’s being rented out by a resident landlord. 
Listed buildings may also be exempt as they cannot 
have upgrades like double glazing added to the property.

The requirement for an EPC has been the law since 
2008 (2009 in Scotland), meaning that if your home has 
been let or sold since then it should have one. They 
remain valid for 10 years. However, if a property has had 
improvements made then a new EPC is required.

Do I need to buy an EPC when buying or 
renting a property?

You should never be charged for an EPC when you’re 
looking to buy or rent, it should be handed over free of 
charge - otherwise the seller or landlord could be fined 
£200.

If you’re a landlord or seller, you’ll need to at least get 
this certificate ordered before you put the property on 
the market (you may be able to use the EPC given to 
you when you bought the property if it’s still valid).

If you own a commercial property that you want to sell 
or lease, you’ll also need to get an EPC organised.

For all new buildings the developer has to apply for an 
OCEPC (On construction EPC) which gives potential 
buyers a guide to the predicted energy efficiency rating 
of this property.

Changes to EPCs for landlords and tenants 

From April 2018, landlords will be required to achieve a 
minimum rating of E on the EPC for their rental property. 
Unless there is an accepted exemption, landlords face a 
penalty of up to £4,000 for failure to meet the minimum 
efficiency requirement.

The information provided on EPCs is also helpful for 
tenants looking to improve the energy efficiency of their 
home. As of April 2016, tenants can now seek 
permission from their landlord to undertake energy 
efficiency measures on their privately rented property. 

EPC Rating

A section of your EPC will be dedicated to how energy 
efficient your property is. It’s graded from A to G, with 
A meaning an energy efficient, well-insulated, probably 
modern home and G meaning a draughty old building 
where the wind rattles the walls. Typically, you’ll find 
an older property with no retrofitted energy-saving 
technology will be around a D grade.  There will also 
be a number from 1 - 100, where a higher number 
signifies that the home is more efficient and the fuel 
bills will cost less.

What is shown on an EPC 

This section of the EPC will give you an indication of 
how energy efficient different aspects of your home are. 
It can act as a useful guide to help you work out which 
areas to focus on first when improving your home’s 
efficiency. 

Estimated costs of running your home

Your EPC will give an indication of how much it will cost 
to heat and power your home. Details are also listed 
on potential savings that could be made should you 
improve the energy efficiency of your household running 
costs.

What if I have a question about my EPC?

All questions about an EPC that Camerons Stiff organise 
on a owners behalf can be sent to us and we can pass it 
through to the company that does our EPCs.  If you feel 
we have not resolved it you can contact the accreditation 
scheme.

There is a national register of EPCs, unless you’ve 
opted out, where you can take a look at your property’s 
previous certificates (as well as viewing similar properties 
in your neighbourhood for a comparison of how energy 
efficient your home is). 

Who can carry out an EPC?

An accredited Domestic Energy Assessor will need to 
issue you with your EPC, it’s not something you can do 
by yourself.

You might be offered the services of one via an estate 
agent or letting agent, but you can find your own if you 
prefer or want to compare prices. You can also visit the 
EPC Register for recommendations and validation.

What is an OCEPC?

It stands for On Construction Energy Performance 
Certificate and is required by all New Homes or New 
Builds before building or marketing can commence. 
Camerons Stiff & Co can organise this for you if needed.
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